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Luke 5: 1 – 11   Year C 

Jesus calls the first disciples   

 

We’ve all met them, haven’t we?  The ‘experts’.  As soon as you mention a topic, any topic, they 

seem to know it all and begin to pontificate, eager to impart their apparent extensive knowledge. 

So I wonder if Peter felt a flicker of irritation when Jesus told him to put out into deep water and 

let down his nets. Telling the fisherman how to fish.    

 

In Luke’s account, Jesus and Simon are already acquainted. Jesus has healed Simon’s mother-in-

law.  So Simon knows that Jesus is a healer and a teacher. It’s very likely he also knows Jesus’ 

backstory as a carpenter from Nazareth.  And Simon has allowed Jesus to use his boat, to sit a 

little way out from the shore so Jesus can be heard by the large, clamouring crowd, and to give 

him some breathing space.  

 

I imagine Simon was grateful to Jesus for the kindness shown to his mother-in-law.  I imagine 

Simon was also impressed by Jesus, his healings and teachings. Impressed enough to let Jesus 

take up his time and his boat, even though Simon has just spent a long, unrewarding night trying 

to catch fish. Simon was probably tired and perhaps a little irritable and frustrated.  Yet we see 

his respect for Jesus.  He doesn’t argue or refuse the directive to go out again and lower his nets.  

He does remind Jesus, perhaps pointedly, that earlier attempts have been unsuccessful and then 

simply replies, “Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets”.   “Yet if you say so, I will…”.  

We all have times like this, don’t we?  We read a bible passage, we pray, we talk to a friend.  Or 

perhaps listen to that small, still, inner voice and that niggling feeling that we are meant to do 

something, take a particular course of action. And by all reasonable accounts it seems a bit 

pointless or unnecessary or even silly, but we find ourselves saying, perhaps even grudgingly, 

“Yet if you say so Jesus, I’ll do it.  I don’t expect anything to happen, but because it is you, (or I 

think it’s you), I’ll do it”.  And when we do, we get, at times, those totally unexpected and even 

amazing happenings, because we acted on that “Yet if you say so, I will…”.  And we are blown 

away.  Just like Simon.  

 

Imagine being the men hauling in the nets.  They were all amazed, talking excitedly about the 

abundance of the catch.  Talking about how much they could sell, how they would be able to 

provide for their families.  But not Simon.  Simon is looking beyond what all this means socially, 

financially.  He recognises immediately that he is caught up in something bigger, something that 
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is, at present, inexplicable to him. Yet he senses the spiritual dimension, the presence of the 

divine in Jesus’ ability to control the natural world, and it overwhelms him.   

 

Simon falls down at Jesus’ feet. He has become acutely aware of his own sinfulness, just as Isaiah 

did in the presence of the divine in our earlier Old Testament reading, “Woe is me! I am lost, for 

I am a man of unclean lips”. In this encounter with Jesus, I imagine Simon was recognizing on 

an intuitive level, his sinfulness in the sense of missing the mark, of falling short, of not being the 

man God knew he could become and intended him to be, of all that was keeping him from a 

closer relationship with God.   

 

And his instinct is to put distance between himself and Jesus.  “Go away from me, Lord”.  

That’s a common reaction isn’t it.  We stuff up, we are aware of falling short of how we could be 

living as God’s children, so we push God away.  Like small children who put their hands over 

their eyes and imagine that because they can’t see us, we can’t see them, we try to hide from 

God. But as you know, avoidance is usually never the best way of dealing with something. It 

simply postpones situations while our imaginations run wild and we beat ourselves up. 

 

Yet look at Jesus’ reaction and response.  He knows what it is that motivates Simon.  He knows 

it is not outright rejection, but Simon being overwhelmed by fear and and something he cannot 

control or as yet understand. Jesus responds compassionately to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from 

now on you will be catching people”.  The miracle story has evolved into a commissioning story.  

The fisherman has become a disciple. And the miracle story gives us an insight into following 

Jesus.   

 

One theologian puts it this way about Jesus calling us into discipleship. “God gets into the boat 

of our ordinary lives and then takes the initiative to direct our journeys…God catches us 

unexpectedly within the bounds of home, work…and our response can only take place within 

that same environment of ordinary life, where we are and what we do.  Faith is accepting a God 

totally caught up in our busyness, sitting in our daily boats and maybe making demands that do 

not make sense or seem to unpleasant or too challenging to face…”1 

 

Does that seem scary?  Then we too need to listen to Jesus’ words, “do not be afraid”.  Jesus 

may step into the boats of our daily lives and disrupt them, ask of us something we feel totally 

                                                      
1 Peter Varengo, “Seed among the vines: A Spiritual of the Sunday Gospels Year C”, Mosaic Press, 2012, p.126. 
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unprepared and totally inadequate for.  But remember -Peter needed fish and Jesus gave in 

abundance.  He will supply.  

 

As Jesus called Simon, and James and John to be disciples, he also calls us.  We may feel 

frustrated or baffled by what he asks of us at times. We may even want him to go away, 

especially when what he wants seems impractical or not worthwhile, or just too difficult, but it 

pays to have the attitude, “Yet if you say so I will…”.  It may lead us to exactly what we need or 

a new direction.  Do not be afraid, just follow.  

 


